
Magna Carta 

England's King fohn angered many people with high taxes. In 1215 a group of English nobles 
joined the archbishop of Canterbury to force the king to agree to sign Magna Carta. This docu­
ment stated that the king was subject to the rule of law, just as other citizens of England were. It 
also presented the ideas of a fair and speedy trial and due process of law. These principles are still 
a part of the U.S. Bill of Rights. 

1. In the first place have granted to God, and by this our present charter confirmed for 
us and our heirs for ever that the English church shall be free, and shall have its rights 
undiminished and its liberties unimpaired ... We have also granted to all free men of 
our kingdom, for ourselves and our heirs for ever, all the liberties written below, to be 
had and held by them and their heirs of us and our heirs. 

2. If any of our earls or barons or others holding of us in chief by knight service dies, and 
at his death his heir be of full age and owe relief he shall have his inheritance on pay­
ment of the old relief, namely the heir or heirs of an earl 100 for a whole earl's barony, 
the heir or heirs of a baron 100 for a whole barony, the heir or heirs of a knight 100s, 
at most, for a whole knight's fee; and he who owes less shall give less according to the 
ancient usage of fiefs. 

3. If, however, the heir of any such be under age and a ward, he shall have his inheritance 
when he comes of age without paying relief and without making fine. 

40. To no one will we sell, to no one will we refuse or delay right or justice. 
41. All merchants shall be able to go out of and come into England safely and securely and 

stay and travel throughout England, as well by land as by water, for buying and selling 
by the ancient and right customs free from all evil tolls, except in time of war and if 
they are of the land that is at war with us ... 

42. It shall be lawful in future for anyone, without prejudicing the allegiance due to us, to 
leave our kingdom and return safely and securely by land and water, save, in the public 
interest, for a short period in time of war-except for those imprisoned or outlawed in 
accordance with the law of the kingdom and natives of a land that is at war with us 
and merchants (who shall be treated as aforesaid). 

62. And we have fully remitteq and pardoned to everyone all the ill-will, indignation and 
rancour that have arisen between us and our men, clergy and laity, from the time of 
the quarrel. Furthermore, we have fully remitted to all, clergy and laity, and as far as 
pertains to us have completely forgiven, all trespasses occasioned by the same quarrel 
between Easter in the sixteenth year of our reign and the restoration of peace. And, 
besides, we have caused to be made for them letters testimonial patent of the lord 
Stephen archbishop of Canterbury, of the lord Henry archbishop of Dublin and of the 
aforementioned bishops and of master Pandulf about this security and the aforemen­
tioned concessions. 

63. An oath, moreover, has been taken, as well on our part as on the part of the barons, 
that all these things aforesaid shall be observed in good faith and without evil dispo­
sition. Witness the above-mentioned and many others. Given by our hand in the 
meadow which is called Runnymede between Windsor and Staines on the fifteenth day 
of june, in the seventeenth year of our reign. 

From "English Bill of Rights." Britannica Online. Vers. 99.1. 1994-1999. Copyright 
© 1994-1999 Encyclopaedia Britannica, Inc. 
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lbe Mayflower Compad 

In November 1620, the Pilgrim leaders aboard the Mayflower drafted the Mayflower Compact. 
This was the first document in the English colonies to establish guidelines for self-government. 
This excerpt from the Mayflower Compact describes the principles of the Pilgrim colony's 
government. 

The Mayflower Compact 
We whose names are underwritten, the loyal subjects of our dread Sovereign Lord 

King James, by the Grace of God of Great Britain, France and Ireland, King, Defender of 
the Faith, etc. 

Having undertaken, for the Glory of God and advancement of the Christian Faith 
and Honour of our King and Country, a Voyage to plant the First Colony in the North­
ern Parts of Virginia, do by these presents solemnly and mutually in the presence of God 
and one of another, Covenant and Combine ourselves together into a Civil Body Politic, 
for our better ordering and preservation and furtherance of the ends aforesaid; and by 
virtue hereof to enact, constitute and frame such just and equal Laws, Ordinances, Acts, 
Constitutions and Offices, from time to time, as shall be thought most meet and con­
venient for the general good of the Colony, unto which we promise all due submission 
and obedience. In witness whereof we have hereunder subscribed our names at Cape 
Cod, the 11th of November, in the year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord King James, 
of England, France and Ireland the eighteenth, and of Scotland the fifty-fourth. Anno 
Domini 1620. 

From William Bradford, Of Plymouth Plantation 1620-1647 (Samuel Eliot Morison, ed., 
1952), 75-76. 

Fundamental Orders of Connedicut 

In January 1639, settlers in Connecticut led by Thomas Hooker drew up the Fundamental Orders 
of Connecticut-America's first written Constitution. It is essentially a compact among the 
settlers and a body of laws. · 

Forasmuch as it hath pleased the All-mighty God by the wise disposition of his divyne 
providence so to Order and dispose of things that we the Inhabitants and Residents of 
Windsor, Harteford and Wethersfield are now cohabiting and dwelling in and uppon the 
River of Conectecotte and the Lands thereunto adioyneing; As also in our Civell Mfaires 
to be guided and governed according to such Lawes, Rules, Orders and decrees as shall be 
made, ordered & decreed, as followeth:-
1. It is Ordered ... that there shall be yerely two generall Assemblies or Courts, the one 

the second thursday in Aprill, the other the second thursday in September, following; 
the first shall be called the Courte of Election, wherein shall be yerely Chosen ... soe 
many Magestrats and other publike Officers as shall be found requisitte: which choise 
shall be made by all that are admitted freemen and have taken the Oath of Fidelity, 
and doe cohabitte within this Jurisdiction, (having beene admitted Inhabitants by 
the major part of the Towne wherein they live,) or the major parte of such as shall be 
then present . . . 

From F. N. Thorpe, ed., Federal and State Constitutions, vol. 1 (1909), 519. 
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The English Bill of Rights 

In 1689, after the Glorious Revolution, Parliament passed the English Bill of Rights, which 
ensured that Parliament would have supreme power over the monarchy. The bill also protected 
the rights of English citizens. 

By assuming and exercising a power of dispensing with and suspending of laws and 
the execution of laws without consent of Parliament; ... 

By levying money for and to the use of the Crown by pretence of prerogative for 
other time and in other manner than the same was granted by Parliament; 

By raising and keeping a standing army within this kingdom in time of peace with­
out consent of Parliament, and quartering soldiers contrary to law; ... 

And excessive bail hath been required of persons committed in criminal cases to 
elude the benefit of the laws made for the liberty of the subjects; 

And excessive fines have been imposed; 
And illegal and cruel punishments inflicted; 
And several grants and promises made of fines and forfei4Jres before any conviction 

or judgment against the persons upon whom the same were to be levied; 
All which are utterly and directly contrary to the known laws and statutes and free­

dom of this realm ... 

From "English Bill of Rights." Britannica Online. Vers. 99.1. 1994-1999. Copyright 
© 1994-1999 Encyclopaedia Britannica, Inc. 

Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom 
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In 1777 Thomas Jefferson wrote the Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom. Jefferson hoped 
that by separating church and state, Virginians could practice their religion-whatever it might 
be-freely . 

. . . to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of opinions 
which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical; that even the forcing him to support this or 
that teacher of his own religious persuasion, is depriving him of the comfortable liberty 
of giving his contributions to the particular pastor ... that our civil rights have no depen­
dence on our religious opinions, any more than our opinions in physics or geometry; that 
therefore the proscribing any citizen as unworthy the public confidence by laying upon 
him an incapacity of being called to offices of trust and emolument, unless he profess or 
renounce this or that religious opinion, is depriving him injuriously of those privileges 
and advantages to which in common with his fellow-citizens he has a natural right ... 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly, That no man shall be compelled to frequent 
or support any religious worship, place, or ministry whatsoever, nor shall be enforced, 
restrained, molested, or burthened in his body or goods, nor shall otherwise suffer on 
account of his religious opinions or belief; but that all men shall be free to profess, and 
by argument to maintain, their opinion in matters of religion, and that the same shall in 
no wise diminish enlarge, or affect their civil capacities . 

. . . yet we are free to declare, and do declare, that the rights hereby asserted are of the 
natural rights of mankind, and that if any act shall be hereafter passed to repeal the pres­
ent, or to narrow its operation, such act shall be an infringement of natural right. 

From W. W. Hening, ed., Statutes at Large of Virginia, vol. 12 (1823): 84-86. 
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Objedions to Tbis Constitution 
of Government 

George Mason played a behind-the-scenes role in the Revolutionary War and wrote Virginia's 
Declaration of Rights. He attended the Constitutional Convention in 1787. Mason criticized the 
proposed Constitution for allowing slavery, creating a strong central government, and lacking 
a bill of rights. As a result, he refused to sign the Constitution. In the following excerpt, Mason 
explains why he would not sign the Constitution. 

There is no Declaration of Rights, and the laws of the general government being para­
mount to the laws and constitution of the several States, the Declarations of Rights in the 
separate States are no security. Nor are the people secured even in the enjoyment of the 
benefit of the common law. 

In the House of Representatives there is not the substance but the shadow only of 
representation . .. 

The Senate have the power of altering all money bills, and of originating appropria­
tions of money, and the salaries of the officers of their own appointment, in conjunction 
with the president of the United States, although they are not the representatives of the 
people or amenable to them .... 

The Judiciary of the United States is so constructed and extended, as to absorb and 
destroy the judiciaries of the several States; thereby rendering law as tedious, intricate 
and expensive, and justice as unattainable, by a great part of the community, as in Eng­
land, and enabling the rich to oppress and ruin the poor. 

The President of the United States has no Constitutional Council, a thing unknown 
in any safe and regular government. He will therefore be unsupported by proper infor­
mation and advice, and will generally ·be directed by minions and favorites; or he will 
become a tool to the Senate ... 

The President of the United States has the unrestrained power of granting pardons 
for treason, which may be sometimes exercised to screen from punishment those whom 
he had secretly instigated to commit the crime, and thereby prevent a discovery of his 
own guilt .... 

From http:/ /gunstonhall.org/documents/objections.html. 

Washington's Farewell Address 
, .. £_= ·~·-" .. =·""' - ·- ··""=- .. ,m .. 

In 1796 at the end of his second term as president, George Washington wrote his farewell address 
with the help of Alexander Hamilton and fames Madison. In it he spoke of the dangers facing 
the young nation. He warned against the dangers of political parties and sectionalism, and he 
advised the nation against permanent alliances with other nations. 

In contemplating the causes, which may disturb our Union, it occurs as matter of 
serious concern, that any ground should have been furnished for characterizing parties 
by geographical discriminations-Northern and Southern-Atlantic and Western ... 

No alliances, however strict, between the parts can be an adequate substitute; they 
must inevitably experience the infractions and interruptions which all alliances in all 
times have experienced . .. 

The great rule of conduct for us, in regard to foreign nations, is, in extending our 
commercial relations, to have with them as little political connexion as possible. So far as 
we have already formed engagements, let them be fulfilled with perfect good faith. Here 
let us stop. 

From Annals of Congress, 4th Congress, pp. 2869-2880. American Memory. Library of 
Congress. 1999. 
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Jefferson's 1801 Inaugural Address 
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In 1800 Thomas Jefferson, representing the Democratic-Republican Party, ran against the Feder­
alist candidate, President John Adams. Jefferson won the election and used his inaugural address 
to try to bridge the gap between the new political parties and to reach out to the Federalists. 

March 4, 1801 

Friends and Fellow-Citizens: 
Called upon to undertake the duties of the first executive office of our country, I avail 

myself of the presence of that portion of my fellow-citizens which is here assembled 
to express my grateful thanks for the favor with which they have been pleased to look 
toward me, to declare a sincere consciousness that the task is above my talents, and that 
I approach it with those anxious and awful presentiments which the greatness of the 
charge and the weakness of my powers so justly inspire. A rising nation, spread over a 
wide and fruitful land, traversing all the seas with the rich productions of their industry, 
engaged in commerce with nations who feel power and forget right, advancing rapidly to 
destinies beyond the reach of mortal eye when I contemplate these transcendent objects, 
and see the honor, the happiness, and the hopes of this beloved country committed to 
the issue, and the auspices of this day, I shrink from the contemplation, and humble 
myself before the magnitude of the undertaking .... 

I repair, then, fellow-citizens, to the post you have assigned me. With experience 
enough in subordinate offices to have seen the difficulties of this the greatest of all, I have 
learnt to expect that it will rarely fall to the lot of imperfect man to retire from this sta­
tion with the reputation and the favor which bring him into it. Without pretensions to 
that high confidence you reposed in our first and greatest revolutionary character, whose 
preeminent services had entitled him to the first place in his country's love and destined 
for him the fairest page in the volume of faithful history, I ask so much confidence only as 
may give firmness and effect to the legal administration of your affairs. 

From Inaugural Addresses of the Presidents of the United States. 1989. Bartle by Library. 

Joh.n Quincy Adams's 
Fourth of July 1821 Address 

John Quincy Adams made the following Fourth of July speech in 1821. 

And now, friends and countrymen, if the wise and learned philosophers of the elder 
world, the first observers of nutation and aberration, the discoverers of maddening ether 
and invisible planets, the inventors of Congreve rockets and Shrapnel shells, should find 
their hearts disposed to enquire what has America done for the benefit of mankind? 

Let our answer be this: America, with the same voice which spoke herself into exis­
tence as a nation, proclaimed to mankind the inextinguishable rights of human nature, 
and the only lawful foundations of government. 

She has abstained from interference in the concerns of others, even when conflict has 
been for principles to which she clings, as to the last vital drop that visits the heart .... 

[America's] glory is not dominion, but liberty. Her march is the march of the mind. She 
has a spear and a shield: but the motto upon her shield is, Freedom, Independence, Peace. 
This has been her Declaration: this has been, as far as her necessary intercourse with the 
rest of mankind would permit, her practice.· 

From An Address ... Celebrating the Anniversary of Independence ... on the Fourth of July 
1821 ... Hilliard and Metcalf, 1821. 
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Monroe Dodrine 

In 1823 President fames Monroe proclaimed the Monroe Doctrine. Designed to end European 
influence in the Western Hemisphere, it became a cornerstone of U.S. foreign policy. 

With the existing colonies or dependencies of any European power we have not 
interfered and shall not interfere. But with the governments who have declared their 
independence and maintained it, and whose independence we have, on great consider­
ation and on just principles, acknowledged, we could not view any interposition for the 
purpose of oppressing them, or controlling in any other manner their destiny, by any 
European power in any other light than as the manifestation of an unfriendly disposition 
toward the United States .... 

Our policy in regard to Europe, which was adopted at an early stage of the wars 
which have so long agitated that quarter of the globe, nevertheless remains the same, 
which is not to interfere in the internal concerns of any of its powers; to consider the 
government de facto as the legitimate government for us; to cultivate friendly relations 
with it, and to preserve those relations by a frank, firm, and manly policy, meeting in all 
instances the just claims of every power, submitting to injuries from none. 

From "The Monroe Doctrine" by James Monroe. Reprinted in The Annals of America: 
Volume 5, 1821-1832. Copyright© 1976 by Encyclopaedia Britannica. 

Seneca Falls Declaration of Sentiments 

One of the first documents to express the desire for equal rights for women is the Declaration of 
Sentiments, issued in 1848 at the Seneca Falls Convention in Seneca Falls, New York. Led by 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Lucretia Matt, the delegates adopted a set of resolutions modeled on 
the Declaration of Independence. 

When, in the course of human events, it becomes necessary for one portion of the 
family of man to assume among the people of the earth a position different from that 
which they have hitherto occupied, but one to which the laws of nature and of nature's 
God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should 
declare the causes that impel them to such a course. 

We hold these truths to be self-evident: that all men and women are created equal; 
that they are endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights; that among these 
are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness; that to secure these rights governments are 
instituted, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed. Whenever any 
form of government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the right of those who suffer 
from it to refuse allegiance to it, and to insist upon the institution of a new government, 
laying its foundation on such principles, and organizing its powers in such form, as to 
them shall seem most likely to effect their safety and happiness. 

From "Seneca Falls Declaration on Women's Rights." Reprinted in The Annals of America: 
Volume 7, 1841-1849. Copyright© 1976 by Encyclopaedia Britannica. 
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Denmark Vesey Document 

Some enslaved African Americans struck back against the slave system in the South by using 
violence. Denmark Vesey, a free African American, planned a revolt in 1822. He was betrayed 
before the revolt began, and he and other people were executed. Included below is an excerpt from 
a report of Vesey's trial. 

William, the slave of Mr. Paul, testified as follows:-Mingo Harth told me that 
Denmark Vesey was the chiefest man, and more concerned than any one else-Denmark Vesey 
is an old man in whose yard my master's negro woman Sarah cooks-he was her father­
in-law, having married her mother Beck, and though they have been parted some time, 
yet he visited her at her house near the Intendant's (Major Hamilton), where I have 
often heard him speak of the rising-He said he would not like to have a white man in his 
presence-that he had a great hatred for the whites, and that if all were like him they would 
resist the whites-he studies all he can to put it into the heads of the blacks to have a 
rising against the whites, and tried to induce me to join-he tries to induce all his 
acquaintances-this has been his chief study and delight for a considerable time-my 
last conversation with him was in April-he studies the Bible a great deal and tries to 
prove from it that slavery and bondage is against the Bible. I am persuaded that Denmark 
Vesey was chiefly concerned in business .... 

Frank, Mrs. Ferguson's slave gave the following evidence-! know Denmark Vesey 
and have been to his house-1 have heard him say that the negroe's situation was so bad 
he did not know how they could endure it, and was astonished they did not rise and 
fend for themselves, and he advised me to join and rise-he said he was going about 
to see different people, and mentioned the names of Ned Bennett and Peter Poyas as 
concerned with him-that he had spoken to Ned and Peter on this subject; and that 
they were to go about and tell the blacks that they were free, and must rise and fight for 
themselves-that they would take the Magazines and Guard-Houses, and the city and be 
free-that he was going to send into the country to inform the people there too-he said 
he wanted me to join them-1 said I could not answer-he said if I would not go into 
the country for him he could get others-he said himself, Ned Bennett, Peter Poyas and 
Monday Gell were the principal men and himself the head man. He said they were the 
principal men to go about and inform the people and fix them, etc. that one party would 
land on South-Bay, one about Wappoo, and about the farms-that the party which was to 
land on South-Bay was to take the Guard-House and get arms and then they would be 
able to go on-that the attack was to commence about 12 o'clock at night-that great 
numbers would come from all about, and it must succeed as so many were engaged in 
it-that they would kill all the whites-that they would leave their master's houses and 
assemble together near the lines, march down and meet the party which would land on 
South-Bay- ... 

The court unanimously found Denmark Vesey GUILTY, and passed upon him the 
sentence of DEATH. After his conviction, a good deal of testimony was given against him 
during the succeeding trials.-

From Lionel H. Kennedy and Thomas Parker, comps., "The Trial of Denmark Vesey, a Free 
Black Man," in An Official Report of the Trials of Sundry Negroes charged with an Attempt to 
Raise an Insurrection in the State of South Carolina (Charleston, 1822), 85-90. 
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Lincoln's First Inaugural Address 
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After his election as president of the United States in 1860, Abraham Lincoln pledged that 
there would be no war unless the South started it. He discusses the disagreements that led to the 
nation's greatest crisis in the excerpt below from his first inaugural address. 

March 4, 1861 

Fellow-Citizens of the United States: 
In compliance with a custom as old as the Government itself, I appear before you to 

address you briefly and to take in your presence the oath prescribed by the Constitution 
of the United States to be taken by the President "before he enters on the execution of 
this office." ... 

I have no purpose, directly or indirectly, to interfere with the institution of slavery in 
the States where it exists. I believe I have no lawful right to do so, and I have no inclina­
tion to do so. 

Those who nominated and elected me did so with full knowledge that I had made 
this and many similar declarations and had never recanted them; and more than this, 
they placed in the platform for my acceptance, and as a law to themselves and to me, the 
clear and emphatic resolution which I now read: 

... In any law upon this subject ought not all the safeguards of liberty known in civi­
lized and humane jurisprudence to be introduced, so that a free man be not in any case 
surrendered as a slave? And might it not be well at the same time to provide by law for the 
enforcement of that clause in the Constitution which guarantees that "the citizens of each 
State shall be entitled to all privileges and immunities of citizens in the several States?" ... 

It follows from these views that no State upon its own mere motion can lawfully get 
out of the Union; that resolves and ordinances to that effect are legally void, and that 
acts of violence within any State or States against the authority of the United States are 
insurrectionary or revolutionary, according to circumstances. 

I therefore consider that in view of the Constitution and the laws the Union is unbro­
ken, and to the extent of my ability, I shall take care, as the Constitution itself expressly 
enjoins upon me, that the laws of the Union be faithfully executed in all the States .... 

One section of our country believes slavery is right and ought to be extended, while 
the other believes it is wrong and ought not to be extended. This is the only substantial 
dispute. 

Physically speaking, we can not separate. We can not remove our respective sections 
from each other nor build an impassable wall between them. A husband and wife may be 
divorced and go out of the presence and beyond the reach of each other, but the differ­
ent parts of our country can not do this. 

This country, with its institutions, belongs to the people who inhabit it. Whenever 
they shall grow weary of the existing Government, they can exercise their constitutional 
right of amending it or their revolutionary right to dismember or overthrow it .... 

In your hands, my dissatisfied fellow-countrymen, and not in mine, is the momen­
tous issue of civil war. The Government will not assail you. You can have no conflict with­
out being yourselves the aggressors. You have no oath registered in heaven to destroy the 
Government, while I shall have the most solemn one to "preserve, protect, and defend it." 

I am loath to close. We are not enemies, but friends. We must not be enemies. 
Though passion may have strained it must not break our bonds of affection. The mystic 
chords of memory, stretching from every battlefield and patriot grave to every living 
heart and hearthstone all over this broad land, will yet swell the chorus of the Union, 
when again touched, as surely they will be, by the better angels of our nature. 

From Inaugural Addresses of the Presidents of the United States. 1989. Bartleby Library. 
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The Emancipation Proclamation 
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When the Union army won the Battle of Antietam, President Abraham Lincoln decided to issue 
the Emancipation Proclamation, which freed all enslaved people in states under Confederate 
control. The proclamation, which went into effect on January 1, 1863, was a step toward the 
Thirteenth Amendment (1865), which ended slavery in all of the United States. 

That on the 1st day of January, in the year of our Lord 1863, all persons held as slaves 
within any state or designated part of a state, the people whereof shall then be in rebellion 
against the United States, shall be then, thenceforward, and forever free; and the executive 
government of the United States, including the military and naval authority thereof, will 
recognize and maintain the freedom of such persons and will do no act or acts to repress 
such persons, or any of them, in any efforts they may make for their actual freedom .... 

And I further declare and make known that such persons of suitable condition will 
be received into the armed service of the United States to garrison forts, positions, sta­
tions, and other places, and to man vessels of all sorts in said service. 

And upon this act, sincerely believed to be an act of justice, warranted by the Con­
stitution upon military necessity, I invoke the considerate judgment of mankind and the 
gracious favor of Almighty God. 

From "Emancipation Proclamation" by Abraham Lincoln. Reprinted in The Annals of 
America: Volume 9, 1858-1865. Copyright© 1976 by Encyclopaedia Britannica, Inc. 

Lincoln's Gettysburg Address 
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On November 19, 1863, Abraham Lincoln addressed a crowd gathered to dedicate a cemetery at 
the Gettysburg battlefield. His short speech, which is excerpted below, reminded Americans of the 
ideals on which the Republic was founded. 

FOUR SCORE AND SEVEN YEARS ago our fathers brought forth on this continent a new 
nation, conceived in liberty and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created 
equal. 

Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that nation or any nation 
so conceived and so dedicated can long endure. We are met on a great battlefield of that 
war. We have come to dedicate a portion of that field as a final resting-place for those 
who here gave their lives that that nation might live. It is altogether fitting and proper 
that we should do this. 

But in a larger sense, we cannot dedicate-we cannot consecrate-we cannot hallow­
this ground. The brave men, living and dead, who struggled here have consecrated it 
far above our poor power to add or detract. The world will little note nor long remem­
ber what we say here, but it can never forget what they did here. It is for us, the living, 
rather, to be dedicated here to the unfinished work which they who fought here have 
thus far so nobly advanced. 

It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the great task remaining before us-that from 
these honored dead we take increased devotion to that cause for which they gave the last 
full measure of devotion; that we here highly resolve that these dead shall not have died 
in vain; that this nation, under God, shall have a new birth of freedom; and that govern­
ment of the people, by the people, for the people shall not perish from the earth. 

From "The Gettysburg Address" by Abraham Lincoln. Reprinted in The Annals of America: 
Volume 9, 1858-1865. Copyright© 1976 by Encyclopaedia Britannica, Inc. 
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Lincoln's Second lnaugur~l ~ddress 
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On March 4, 1865, President Lincoln laid out his approach to Reconstruction in his second inau­
gural address. As the excerpt below shows, Lincoln hoped to peacefully reunite the nation and its 
people. 

At this second appearing to take the oath of the Presidential office there is less occa­
sion for an extended address than there was at the first. Then a statement somewhat in 
detail of a course to be pursued seemed fitting and proper. Now, at the expiration of four 
years, during which public declarations have been constantly called forth on every point 
and phase of the great contest which still absorbs the attention and engrosses the ener­
gies of the nation, little that is new could be presented. The progress of our arms, upon 
which all else chiefly depends, is as well known to the public as to myself, and it is, I 
trust, reasonably satisfactory and encouraging to all. With high hope for the future, no 
prediction in regard to it is ventured. 

On the occasion corresponding to this four years ago all thoughts were anxiously 
directed to an impending civil war. All dreaded it, all sought to avert it. While the inau­
gural address was being delivered from this place, devoted altogether to saving the Union 
without war, urgent agents were in the city seeking to destroy it without war-seeking 
to dissolve the Union and divide effects by negotiation. Both parties deprecated war, but 
one of them would make war rather than let the nation survive, and the other would 
accept war rather than let it perish, and the war came .... 

With malice toward none, with charity for all, with firmness in the right as God gives 
us to see the right, let us strive on to finish the work we are in, to bind up the nation's 
wounds, to care for him who shall have borne the battle and for his widow and his 
orphan, to do all which may achieve and cherish a just and lasting peace among our­
selves and with all nations. 

From Inaugural Addresses of the Presidents of the United States. 1989. Bartleby Library. 
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Declaration of Rights for Women 
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Included below are excerpts from a speech made on July 4, 1876, by Susan B. Anthony in sup­
port of rights for women. 

Susan B. Anthony, July 4, 1876 

While the nation is buoyant with patriotism, and all hearts are attuned to praise, it is 
with sorrow we come to strike the one discordant note, on this one-hundredth anni­
versary of our country's birth. When subjects of kings, emperors, and czars from the 
old world join in our national jubilee, shall the women of the republic refuse to lay 
their hands with benedictions on the nation's head? ... Yet we cannot forget, even in 
this glad hour, that while all men of every race, and clime, and condition, have been 
invested with the full rights of citizenship under our hospitable flag, all women still suf­
fer the degradation of disfranchisement. 

The history of our country the past one hundred years has been a series of assump­
tions and usurpations of power over woman, in direct opposition to the principles of just 
government, acknowledged by the United States as its foundations, which are: 

First - the natural rights of each individual 
Second - the equality of these rights 
Third - that rights not delegated are retained by the individual 
Fourth - that no person can exercise the rights of others without delegated authority 
Fifth - that the non-use of rights does not destroy them 
And for the violation of these fundamental principles of our government, we arraign 

our rulers on this Fourth day of july, 1876 ... 
These articles of impeachment against our rulers we now submit to the impartial 

judgment of the people. To all these wrongs and oppressions woman has not submitted 
in silence and resignation. From the beginning of the century, when Abigail Adams, the 
wife of one president and the mother of another, said, "We will not hold ourselves bound 
to obey laws in which we have no voice or representation," until now, woman's discon­
tent has been steadily increasing, culminating nearly thirty years ago in a simultaneous 
movement among the women of the nation, demanding the right of suffrage .... 

And now, at the close of a· hundred years, as the hour hand of the great clock that 
marks the centuries points to 1876, we declare our faith in the principles of self-govern­
ment; our full equality with man in natural rights ... We ask of our rulers, at this hour, 
no special favors, no special privileges, no special legislation. We ask justice, we ask 
equality, we ask that all the civil and political rights that belong to citizens of the United 
States, be guaranteed to us and our daughters forever. 

From History of Woman Suffrage, vol. 3. Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Susan B. Anthony, and 
Matilda Joslyn Gage, eds. 1887. 
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President Bush's Address to the Nation 

On September 11, 2001, two passenger airplanes crashed into the World Trade Center in New 
York City. Terrorist hijackers had seized control of the planes and deliberately flown them into 
the buildings. President George W Bush's message to the nation in response to this terrorist 
attack follows. 

THE PRESIDENT: Good evening. Today, our fellow citizens, our way of life, our very free­
dom came under attack in a series of deliberate and deadly terrorist acts. The victims were 
in airplanes, or in their offices; secretaries, businessmen and women, military and federal 
workers; moms and dads, friends and neighbors. Thousands of lives were suddenly ended 
by evil, despicable acts of terror. 

The pictures of airplanes flying into buildings, fires burning, huge structures collaps­
ing, have filled us with disbelief, terrible sadness, and a quiet, unyielding anger. These 
acts of mass murder were intended to frighten our nation into chaos and retreat. But 
they have failed; our country is strong. 

A great people has been moved to defend a great nation. Terrorist attacks can shake 
the foundations of our biggest buildings, but they cannot touch the foundation of 
America. These acts shattered steel, but they cannot dent the steel of American resolve. 

America was targeted for attack because we're the brightest beacon for freedom and 
opportunity in the world. And no one will keep that light from shining. 

Today, our nation saw evil, the very worst of human nature. And we responded with 
the best of America-with the daring of our rescue workers, with the caring for strangers 
and neighbors who came to give blood and help in any way they could. 

Immediately following the first attack, I implemented our government's emergency 
response plans. Our military is powerful, and it's prepared. Our emergency teams are 
working in New York City and Washington, D.C. to help with local rescue efforts. 

Our first priority is to get help to those who have been injured, and to take every 
precaution to protect our citizens at home and around the world from further attacks. 

The functions of our government continue without interruption. Federal agencies 
in Washington which had to be evacuated today are reopening for essential person­
nel tonight, and will be open for business tomorrow. Our financial institutions remain 
strong, and the American economy will be open for business, as well. 

The search is underway for those who are behind these evil acts. I've directed the full 
resources of our intelligence and law enforcement communities to find those responsible 
and to bring them to justice. We will make no distinction between the terrorists who 
committed these acts and those who harbor them. 

I appreciate so very much the members of Congress who have joined me in strongly 
condemning these attacks. And on behalf of the American people, I thank the many 
world leaders who have called to offer their condolences and assistance. 

America and our friends and allies join with all those who want peace and security in 
the world, and we stand together to win the war against terrorism. Tonight, I ask for your 
prayers for all those who grieve, for the children whose worlds have been shattered, for all 
whose sense of safety and security has been threatened. And I pray they will be comforted 
by a power greater than any of us, spoken through the ages in Psalm 23: "Even though I 
walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I fear no evil, for You are with me." 

This is a day when all Americans from every walk of life unite in our resolve for 
justice and peace. America has stood down enemies before, and we will do so this time. 
None of us will ever forget this day. Yet, we go forward to defend freedom and all that is 
good and just in our world. 

Thank you. Good night, and God bless America. 

From http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2001/09/20010911-16.html. 

HISTORICAL DOCUMENTS 151 



Adams, John (1735-1826) American statesman, 
he was a delegate to the Continental Congress, 
a member of the committee that drafted the 
Declaration of Independence, vice president to 
George Washington, and the second president 
of the United States. (p. 228) 

Adams, John Quincy (1767-1848) Son of President 
john Adams and the secretary of state to james 
Monroe, he largely formulated the Monroe 
Doctrine. He was the sixth president of the 
United States and later became a representative 
in Congress. (p. 267) 

Adams, Samuel (1722-1803) American revolution­
ary who led the agitation that led to the Boston 
Tea Party; he signed the Declaration of Indepen­
dence. (p. 65) 

Addams, Jane (1860-1935) American social 
worker and activist, she was 
the co-founder of Hull House, 
an organization that focused 
on the needs of immigrants. 
She helped found the American 
Civil Liberties Union and won 
the Nobel Peace Prize in 1931. 
(p. 597) 

Aguinaldo (ahg-ee-NAHL-doh), Emilio (1869-1964) 
Filipino leader and commander of forces in 
rebellion against Spain, he led an insurrection 
against the authority of the United States. 
(p. 648) 

Alcott, Louisa May (1832-1888) American novelist, 
her revised letters written as a Civil War nurse were 
published as Hospital Sketches. She is famed for the 
novel Little Women and its sequels. (p. 409) 

Anthony, Susan B. (1820-1906) American social 
reformer, she was active in the temperance, abo­
litionist, and women's suffrage movements and 
was co-organizer and president of the National 
Woman Suffrage Association. (p. 427) 

Arkwright, Richard (1732-1792) English inventor, 
he patented the water-powered spinning frame, 
improving the production of cotton thread. 
(p. 347) 

Arthur, Chester A. (1829-1886) Vice-president 
of the United States in 1880, he became the 
twenty-first president of the United States upon 
the death of james Garfield. (p. 607) 
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Astor, John Jacob (17 63-1848) American fur trader 
and financier, he founded the fur-trading post of 
Astoria and the American Fur Company. (p. 308) 

Austin, Stephen F. (1793-1836) American colonizer 
in Texas, he was imprisoned for urging Texas 
statehood after Santa Anna suspended Mexico's 
constitution. After helping Texas win indepen­
dence from Mexico, he became secretary of state 
for the Texas Republic. (p. 313) 

Bagley, Sarah G. (d. 1847?) American mill worker 
and union activist, she advocated the 10-hour 
workday for private industry. She was elected 
vice president of the New England Working 
Men's Association, becoming the first woman 
to hold such high rank in the American labor 
movement. (p. 35 7) 

Banneker, Benjamin (1731-1806) African American 
mathematician and astronomer, he was hired 
by Thomas jefferson to help survey land for the 
new capital in Washington, D.C. (p. 202) 

Barton, Clara (1821-1912) Founder of the American 
Red Cross, she obtained and administered sup­
plies and care to the Union soldiers during the 
American Civil War. (p. 496) 

Beecher, Catharine (1800-1878) American educator 
and the daughter of Lyman Beecher, she pro­
moted education for women in such writings as 
An Essay on the Education of Female Teachers. She 
founded the first all-female academy. (p. 413) 

Beecher, Lyman (1775-1863) American clergyman, 
he disapproved of the style of preaching of the 
Great Awakening ministers. He served as presi­
dent of the Lane Theological Seminary and sup­
ported female higher education. (p. 410) 

Bell, Alexander Graham (184 7 -1922) 
American inventor and educator, his interest 
in electrical and mechanical devices to aid the 
hearing-impaired led to the development and 
patent of the telephone. (p. 5 77) 

Bidwell, Annie (1839-1918) American pioneer activ­
ist, she worked for social and moral causes and 
for women's suffrage. (p. 562) 

BlackHawk(1767-1838) Native American leader of 
Fox and Sauk Indians, he resisted the U.S.-ordered 
removal of Indian nations from Illinois and raided 
settlements and fought the U.S. Army. (p. 297) 
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Bolivar 

Bolivar, Simon (1783-1830) South American revolu­
tionary leader who was nicknamed the Liberator, 
he fought many battles for independence, win­
ning the support of many U.S. leaders. (p. 262) 

Brandeis, Louis (1856-1941) Progressive lawyer and 
jurist, he was the first Jewish nominee to the 
Supreme Court and was appointed Associate 
Justice. (p. 630) 

Brooks, Preston (1819-1857) American congress­
man, he assaulted and beat Senator Charles 
Sumner for his antislavery speeches and for 
insulting a pro-slavery relative. He was nick­
named Bully Brooks by northerners. (p. 449) 

Brown, John (1800-1859) American abolitionist, he 
started the Pottawatomie Massacre in Kansas to 
revenge killings of abolitionists; he later seized 
the federal arsenal at Harpers Ferry, Virginia, to 
encourage a slave revolt. He was later tried and 
executed. (p. 455) 

Bryan, William Jennings (1860-1925) American 
lawyer and Populist politician, 
he favored free silver coinage, 
an economic policy expected 
to help farmers. He was a 
Democratic nominee for 
president in 1896 and was 
defeated by William McKinley. 
(p. 564) 

Buchanan, James (1791-1868) American politician 
and fifteenth president of the United States, he 
was chosen as the Democratic nominee for presi­
dent in 1854 for being politically experienced 
and not offensive to slave states. (p. 450) 

Bunau-Varilla, Philippe (1859-1940) French engi­
neer, he served as minister from Panama to the 
United States and negotiated a treaty for U.S. 
control of the Panama Canal Zone. (p. 653) 

Burns, Anthony (1834-1862) American enslaved 
Mrican, he ran away and was arrested in Bos­
ton. His arrest became the center of violent 
protests by northern opponents of the Fugitive 
Slave Act. (p. 442) 

Calhoun, John C. (1782-1850) American politician 
and supporter of slavery and states' rights, he 
served as vice president to Andrew Jackson and 
was instrumental in the South Carolina nullifi­
cation crisis. (p. 285) 

Carnegie, Andrew (1835-1919) American industri­
alist and humanitarian, he focused his attention 

Cooper 

on steelmaking and made a fortune through his 
vertical integration method. (pp. 580, 583) 

Carranza, Venustiano (1859-1920) Mexican revolu­
tionist, he led revolts against Huerta and became 
president of Mexico. He adopted programs of 
social and economic reform, but he faced revolts 
from other revolutionists. (p. 661) 

Catt, Carrie Chapman (1859-1947) American educa­
tor and reformer, she led a successful fight to 
obtain suffrage for women and to secure the pas­
sage of the Nineteenth Amendment. (p. 623) 

Chief Joseph (c.1840-1904) Chief of Nez 
Perce tribe, he led a resistance 
against white settlement in 
the Northwest. He even­
tually surrendered, but his 
eloquent surrender speech 
earned him a place in 
American history. 
(p. 559) 

Clark, George Rogers (1752-1818) American Revo­
lutionary soldier and frontier leader, he captured 
the British trading village of Kaskaskia during 
the Revolution and encouraged Indian leaders to 
remain neutral. (p. 97) 

Clark, William (1770-1838) American soldier and 
friend of Meriwether Lewis, he was invited to 
explore the Louisiana Purchase and joined what 
became known as the Lewis and Clark expedi­
tion. (p. 237) 

Clay, Henry (1777-1852) American politician from 
Kentucky, he was known as the Great Pacificator 
because of his support of the Missouri Compro­
mise. He developed the Compromise of 1850 to 
try to avoid civil war. (pp. 264, 266) 

Cleveland, Grover (1837-1908) Twenty-second and 
twenty-fourth president of the United States, he 
promoted civil service reform and a merit system 
of advancement for government jobs. (p. 608) 

Cole, Thomas (1801-1848) American painter, he 
was the founder of the Hudson River school, a 
group of artists who emphasized the beauty of 
the American landscape, especially the Hudson 
River valley. (p. 272) 

Columbus, Christopher (1451-1506) Italian explor­
er, he was convinced that he could reach Asia 
by sailing westward across the Atlantic Ocean. 
He gained the support of Spain's monarchs and 
commanded a small fleet that reached the so­
called New World, setting off a tide of European 
exploration of the area. (pp. 15, 17) 

Cooper, James Fenimore (1789-1851) Well-known 
Early American novelist, he wrote the Last of 
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Cooper 

the Mohicans and many stories about the West. 
(p. 271) 

Cooper, Peter (1791-1883) American ironworks 
manufacturer who designed and built Tom 
Thumb, the first American locomotive. (p. 360) 

Cortes, Hernan (1485-1547) Spanish conquistador, 
he conquered Mexico and brought about the fall 
of the Aztec Empire. (p. 20) 

Crazy Horse (1842?-1877) Native American chief 
of Oglala Sioux, he took part in the Battle of the 
Little Bighorn, in which General Custer was sur­
rounded and killed. He was killed after surren­
dering and resisting imprisonment. (p. 555) 

Crittenden, John J. (1787-1863) Kentucky senator, 
he attempted to save the Union by reconcil­
ing differences between northern and southern 
states in the Senate proposal known as Critten­
den's Compromise. (p. 459) 

Custer, George Armstrong (1839-1876) Ameri­
can army officer in the Civil War, he became a 
Native American fighter in the West and was 
killed with his troops in the Battle of the Little 
Bighorn. (p. 556) 

Davis, Jefferson (1808-1889) First and only presi­
dent of the Confederate States of America after 
the election of President Abraham Lincoln in 
1860 led to the secession of many southern 
states. (p. 458) 

Deere, John (1804-i886) American industrialist; he 
developed a steel plow to ease difficulty of turn­
ing thick soil on the Gre~t Plains. (p. 366) 

Dewey, John (1859-1952) American educator, psy­
chologist, and philosopher, he developed teach­
ing methods that emphasized problem-solving 
skills over memorization and that became the 
model for progressive public education. (p. 612) 

Diaz, Porfirio (1830-1915) Mexican general and 
politician, he was president and dictator of 
Mexico for a total of 30 years. He ruled the peo­
ple of Mexico harshly but encouraged foreign 
investment. (p. 659) 

Dickinson, Emily (1830-1886) American poet, she 
lived a reclusive life, and her poems were not 
widely acclaimed until after her death. (p. 407) 

Dix, Dorothea (1802-1887) American philanthro­
pist and social reformer, she helped change the 
prison system nationwide by advocating the 
development of state hospitals for treatment 
for the mentally ill instead of imprisonment. 
(p. 412) 
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Douglas, Stephen (1813-1861) 
American politician and 
pro-slavery nominee for 
president, he debated Abra­
ham Lincoln about slavery 
during the Illinois senato­
rial race. He proposed the 
unpopular Kansas-Nebraska 
Act, and he established the 
Freeport Doctrine, uphold­
ing the idea of popular 
sovereignty. (p. 446) 

Douglass, Frederick (1817-1895) 
American abolitionist and 
writer, he escaped slavery and 
became a leading African Amer­
ican spokesman and writer. He 
published his biography, The 
Narrative of the Life of Frederick 
Douglass, and founded the 
abolitionist newspaper, the 
North Star. (pp. 418, 422) 

DuBois, W. E. B. (1868-1963) Afri­
can American educator, editor, 
and writer, he led the Niagara 
Movement, calling for eco­
nomic and educational equal­
ity for African Americans. He 
helped found the National 
Association for the Advance­
ment of Colored People 
(NAACP). (p. 624) Frederick Douglass 

Edison, Thomas Alva (1847-1931) American inven­
tor of over 1,000 patents, he invented the light­
bulb and established a power plant that supplied 
electricity to parts of New York City. (p. 576) 

Edwards, Jonathan (1703-17 58) Important and 
influential revivalist leader in the Great Awaken­
ing religious movement, he delivered dramatic 
sermons on the choice between salvation and 
damnation. (p. 58) 

Emerson, Ralph Waldo (1803-1882) American 
essayist and poet, he was a supporter of the tran­
scendentalist philosophy of self-reliance. (p. 405) 

Equiano, Olaudah (c.1750-1797) African American 
abolitionist, he was an enslaved African who 
was eventually freed and became a leader of the 
abolitionist movement and writer of The Inter­
esting Narrative of the Life ofOlaudah Equiano. 
(pp. 41, 57) 
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Farragut 

Farragut, David (1801-1870) American soldier, he 
was the first commissioned American admiral, 
and in the Civil War he captured New Orleans 
and maintained a blockade along the Gulf Coast 
against Confederate forces. (pp. 485, 486) 

Finney, Charles Grandison (1792-1875) American 
clergyman and educator, he became influential 
in the Second Great Awakening after a dramatic 
religious experience and conversion. He led long 
revivals that annoyed conventional ministers. 
(p. 410) 

Franklin, Benjamin (1706-1790) American states­
man, he was a philosopher, scientist, inventor, 
writer, publisher, first U.S. postmaster, and mem­
ber of the committee to draft the Constitution. 
He invented bifocals and the lightning rod and 
wrote Poor Richard's Almanack. (p. 131) 

Fremont, John C. (1813-1890) American explorer, 
army officer, and politician, he was chosen as 
the first Republican candidate for president. He 
was against the spread of slavery, and he was 
rejected by all but the free states as a "single 
issue" candidate in the election of 1856. (p. 451) 

Fulton, Robert (1765-1815) American engineer and 
inventor, he built the first commercially success­
ful full-sized steamboat, the Clermont, which led 
to the development of commercial steamboat 
ferry services for goods and people. (p. 359) 

Gallaudet, Thomas (1787-1851) American educator, 
he studied techniques for instructing hearing­
impaired people and established the first Ameri­
can school for the hearing impaired. (p. 413) 

Galvez, Bernardo de (17 46-1786) Governor of 
Spanish Louisiana, he captured key cities from 
the British, greatly aiding the American Patriot 
movement and enabling the Spanish acquisition 
of Florida. (p. 95) 

Garfield, James A. (1831-1881) Twentieth president 
of the United States, he was elected in 1880 but 
was assassinated only months after inaugura­
tion. (p. 607) 

Garrison, William Lloyd (1805-1879) American 
journalist and reformer, he published the 
famous antislavery newspaper, the Liberator, and 
helped found the American Anti-Slavery Society, 
promoting immediate emancipation and racial 
equality. (p. 417) 
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Geronimo (1829-1909) Chiricahua Apache leader, 
he evaded capture for years and led an extraor­
dinary opposition struggle against white settle­
ments in the American Southwest until his 
eventual surrender. (p. 55 7) 

Gompers, Samuel (1850-1924) American labor 
leader, he helped found the American Federation 
of Labor to campaign for workers' rights, such as 
the right to organize boycotts. (p. 585) 

Grant, Ulysses S. (1822-1885) Eighteenth president 
of the United States, he received a 
field promotion to lieutenant gen­
eral in charge of all Union forces 
after leading a successful battle. He 
accepted General Lee's surrender of 
Confederate forces at Appomattox 
Courthouse, ending the Civil War. 
(pp. 484, 489) 

Grimke, Angelina (1805-1879) and Sarah (1792-
1873) American sisters and reformers, they were 
the daughters of a slaveholding family from 
South Carolina who became antislavery support­
ers and lecturers for the American Anti-Slavery 
Society. They also took up the women's rights 
campaign. (p. 417) 

Hamilton, Alexander (1755-1804) American states­
man and member of the Continental Congress 
and the Constitutional Convention, he was an 
author of the Federalist Papers, which supported 
ratification of the Constitution. He was the first 
secretary of treasury under George Washington 
and developed the Bank of the United States. 
(p. 200) 

Harrison, Benjamin (1833-1901) Twenty-third 
president of the United States, he was a general 
in the Civil War and helped pass the Sherman 
Antitrust Act, regulating monopolies. (p. 608) 

Harrison, William Henry (1773-1841) American 
politician, he served as the governor of Indian 
Territory and fought Tecumseh in the Battle of 
Tippecanoe. He was the ninth president of the 
United States. (p. 293) 

Hawthorne, Nathaniel (1804-1864) American writ­
er, he is .famous for his many stories and books, 
including The Scarlet Letter, and he is recognized 
as one of the first authors to write in a unique 
American style. (p. 406) 

Hay, John (1838-1905) American diplomat, he was 
secretary of state in the Roosevelt administra-
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tion, and he negotiated treaties providing for the 
United States' construction of the Panama Canal 
and put forth the Open Door policy with regard 
to China. (p. 653) 

Hayes, Rutherford B. (1822-1893) Nineteenth presi­
dent of the United States, he was a Civil War 
general and hero and, in the disputed presiden­
tial election of 1876, he was chosen president by 
a special electoral committee. (p. 607) 

Hearst, William Randolph (1863-1951) American 
journalist, he was famed for sensational news 
stories, known as yellow journalism, that stirred 
feelings of nationalism and formed public opin­
ion for the Spanish-American War. (p. 646) 

Hidalgo y Costilla, Father Miguel (1753-1811) Mexi­
can priest and revolutionist, he led a rebellion 
of about 80,000 impoverished Indians and 
mestizos against Spain in the hope of improving 
living conditions; though defeated, the rebel­
lion eventually grew and helped lead to Mexican 
independence. (p. 312) 

Huerta, Victoriano (1854-1916) Mexican general 
and politician, he overthrew Madero as Mexican 
president and faced revolts with many revolu­
tionary leaders. His government was not recog­
nized by the United States. (p. 660) 

Hutchinson, Anne (1591-1643) Puritan leader who 
angered other Puritans by claiming 
that people's relationship to God 
did not need guidance from min­
isters; she was tried and convicted 
of undermining church authorities 
and was banished from Massachu­
setts colony; she later established the 
colony of Portsmouth in present­
day Rhode Island. (p. 46) 

Irving, Washington (1783-1859) Early American 
satirical writer, he was the first American writer 
to gain international acclaim. His works include 
Rip Van Winkle and The Legend of Sleepy Hollow. 
He often used American history and authentic 
American settings and characters. (p. 270) 

Jackson, Andrew (1767-1845) Nicknamed Old 
Hickory, he was an American hero in the Battle 
of New Orleans. As commander of the Tennessee 
militia, he defeated the Creek Indians, securing 
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23 million acres of land. His election as the sev­
enth president of the United States marked an 
era of democracy called Jacksonian Democracy. 
(pp. 248, 287) 

Jackson, Thomas 11Stonewall" (1824-1863) Ameri­
can Confederate general, he led the Shenandoah 
Valley campaign and fought with Lee in the 
Seven Days' Battles and the First and Second 
Battles of Bull Run. (p. 479) 

Jay, John (17 45-1829) American statesman and 
member of the Continental Congress, he 
authored some of the Federalist Papers and nego­
tiated Jay's Treaty with Great Britain to settle 
outstanding disputes. (p. 207) 

Jefferson, Thomas (1743-1826) American states­
man, and member of two Continental Con­
gresses, chairman of the committee to draft the 
Declaration of Independence, the Declaration's 
main author and one of its signers, and the third 
president of the United States. (pp. 84, 233) 

Johnson, Andrew (1808-1875) American politician 
and the seventeenth president of the United 
States upon the assassination of Lincoln, he was 
impeached for his unpopular ideas about Recon­
struction. He held onto the office by a one-vote 
margin. (p. 5 17) 

Jones, John Paul (1747-1792) American naval 
officer famed for bravery, his most famous vic­
tory was the defeat of the British warship Serapis, 
during which he declared, "I have not yet begun 
to fight!" (p. 97) 

Jones, Mary Harris (1830-1930) Irish immigrant 
and American labor leader, she was known as 
Mother Jones and was a key speaker and orga­
nizer. She helped found the Industrial Workers 
of the World. (p. 586) 

Kelley, Florence (1859-1932) American reformer, 
she was active in the settlement house move­
ment and led progressive reforms in labor condi­
tions for women and children. (p. 616) 

Lafayette, Marquis de (17 57 -1834) French states­
man and officer who viewed the American 
Revolution as important to the world, he helped 
finance the Revolution and served as major 
general. (p. 95) 
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La Follette 

La Follette, Robert M. (1855-1925) Progressive 
American politician, he was active in local 
Wisconsin issues and challenged party bosses. As 
governor, he began the reform program called 
the Wisconsin Idea to make state government 
more professional. (p. 614) 

Las Casas, Bartolome de (1474-1566) Spanish 
missionary and historian, he became the first 
ordained Catholic priest in the New World and 
advocated for the welfare and protection of 
Native Americans as well as preached against the 
slavery system. (p. 23) 

Lee, Robert E. (1807-1870) American soldier, he 
refused Lincoln's offer to head the 
Union army and agreed to lead 
Confederate forces. He success­
fully led several major battles until 
his defeat at Gettysburg, and he 
surrendered to the Union's com­
mander General Grant at Appo­
mattox Courthouse. (pp. 479, 481) 

Lewis, Meriwether (1774-1809) Former army cap­
tain selected by President jefferson to explore 
the Louisiana Purchase, he led the expedition 
that became known as the Lewis and Clark expe­
dition. (p. 23 7) 

Liliuokalani (li-lee-uh-woh-kuh-LAHN-ee) (1838-
1917) Queen of the Hawaiian Islands, she 
opposed annexation by the United States but 
lost power in a U.S.-supported revolt by planters 
that led to a new government. (p. 642) 

Lincoln, Abraham (1809-1865) Sixteenth president 
of the United States, he promoted equal rights 
for African Americans in the famed Lincoln­
Douglas debates. He issued the Emancipation 
Proclamation and set in motion the Civil War, 
buf he was determined to preserve the Union. 
He was assassinated in 1865. (pp. 452, 477) 

Little Turtle (c. 1752-1812) Miami chief who led a 
Native American alliance that raided settlements 
in the Northwest Territory, he was defeated and 
forced to sign the Treaty of Greenville, and he 
later became an advocate for peace. (p. 208) 

Longfellow, Henry Wadsworth (1807-1882) Ameri­
can poet in the mid-nineteenth century, he is 
best known for his story-poems, such as "Paul 
Revere's Ride" in Tales of a Wayside Inn and The 
Song of Hiawatha. (p. 407) 

Lowell, Francis Cabot (1775-1817) American indus­
trialist who developed the Lowell system, a mill 
system that included looms that could both 
weave thread and spin cloth. He hired young 
women to live and work in his mill. (p. 354) 

Marshall 

McClellan, George B. (1826-1885) American army 
general put in charge of Union troops and later 
removed by Lincoln for failure to press Lee's 
Confederate troops in Richmond. (p. 479) 

McCormick, Cyrus (1809-1884) American inventor 
and industrialist, he invented the mechanical 
reaper and harvesting machine that quickly cut 
down wheat. (p. 366) 

McKinley, William (1843-1901) Twenty-fifth presi­
dent of the United States, he enacted protective 
tariffs in the McKinley Tariff Act of 1890 and 
acquired Cuba, Puerto Rico, Guam, and the Phil­
ippines during his administration. He was later 
assassinated. (p. 608) 

Madero, Francisco (1873-1913) Mexican revolution­
ary leader, he called for the restoration of the 
Mexican constitution and planned an overthrow 
of Diaz. He became president of Mexico but was 
overthrown by Victoriano Huerta. (p. 660) 

Madison, James (1751-1836) American statesman, 
he was a delegate to the Constitutional Conven­
tion, the fourth president of the United States, the 
author of some of the Federalist Papers, and is called 
the father of the Constitution for his proposals at 
the Constitutional Convention. He led the United 
States through the War of 1812. (pp. 126, 149) 

Magellan (muh-JEL-uhn), Ferdinand (1480-1521) 
Portuguese captain of a Spanish fleet that 
sought a western route to Asia via the "South­
em Ocean," he found a passage through South 
America, now known as the Strait of Magellan, 
but died during the expedition. His crew of 18 
people with one remaining ship successfully 
circumnavigated the world. (p. 17) 

Mann, Horace (1796-1859) American 
educator, he is considered 
the father of American 
public education. He was 
a leader of the common­
school movement, 
advocating education 
for all children. 
(pp. 412, 413) 

Marion, Francis (1732?-1795) Revolutionary War 
commander of Marion's Brigade, a group of 
guerrilla soldiers in South Carolina that used 
surprise raids against British communications 
and supply lines. (p. 99) 

Marshall, John (1755-1835) Federalist leader who 
served in the House of Representatives and as 
U.S. Secretary of State, he later became the Chief 
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Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court, establishing in 
Marbury v. Madison the Supreme Court's power 
of judicial review. (p. 232) 

Marshall, Thurgood (1908-1993) First Mrican 
American U.S. Supreme Court Justice, he repre­
sented as a lawyer the National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored People and fought 
racial segregation. (p. 148) 

Meade, George G. (1815-1872) American army offi­
cer, he served as a Union general at major Civil 
War battles. He forced back General Lee's Con­
federate army at Gettysburg but failed to obtain 
a decisive victory. (p. 498) 

Melville, Herman (1819-1891) American writer, he 
based his books on his own sailing experiences 
and is famous for Moby-Dick. (p. 407) 

Moctezuma II (1466--1520) Emperor of Mexico's 
Aztec Empire, he welcomed explorer Cortes as a 
god but was taken prisoner by him. He was later 
killed, and the Aztec capital was destroyed dur­
ing the following Aztec uprising. (p. 20) 

Monroe, James (1758-1831) Leading Revolutionary 
figure and negotiator of the Louisiana Purchase, 
he was the fifth president of the United States. 
He put forth the Monroe Doctrine establish-
ing the U.S. sphere of influence in the Western 
Hemisphere that became the foundation of U.S. 
foreign policy. (p. 261) 

Morse, Samuel F. B. (1791-1872) American 
artist and inventor, he 
applied scientists' dis­
coveries of electricity and 
magnetism to develop 
the telegraph, which 
soon sent messages all 
across the country. 
(pp. 364, 365) 

Mott, Lucretia (1793-1880) American reformer, she 
planned the Seneca Falls Convention with Eliza­
beth Cady Stanton, the first organized meeting 
for women's rights in the United States. (p. 426) 

O'Connor, Sandra Day (1930-) Associate justice of 
the U.S. Supreme Court, she was the first woman 
appointed to the Court. (p. 148) 

Osceola (c.1804-1838) Florida Seminole leader, he 
resisted removal by the U.S. government despite 
an earlier treaty that Seminole leaders had been 
forced to sign. He was eventually captured and 
died in prison. (p. 297) 
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Paine, Thomas (1737-1809) American political 
philosopher and author, he urged an immediate 
declaration of independence from England in 
his anonymously and simply written pamphlet, 
Common Sense. (p. 83) 

Paul, Alice (1885-1977) American social reformer, 
suffragist, and activist, she was the founder 
of the organization that became the National 
Woman's Party (NWP) that worked to obtain 
women's suffrage. (p. 624) 

Penn, William (1644-1718) Quaker leader who 
founded a colony for Quakers in Pennsylvania; 
the colony provided an important example of 
representative self-government and became a 
model of freedom and tolerance. (p. 50) 

Perry, Oliver Hazard (1785-1819) American naval 
captain who put together the fleet that defeated 
the British at the Battle of Lake Erie in the War 
of 1812. (p. 247) 

Pershing, John J. (1860-1948) American army com­
mander, he commanded the expeditionary force sent 
into Mexico to find Pancho Villa. He was the major 
general and commander in chief of the American 
Expeditionary Forces in World War I. (p. 661) 

Pickett, George (1825-1875) American general in 
the Confederate army, he was famed for Pickett's 
Charge, a failed but heroic effort at Cemetery 
Ridge in the Battle of Gettysburg, often consid­
ered a turning point of the Civil War. (p. 499) 

Pierce, Franklin (1804-1869) Democratic candidate 
for president in 1852 and the fourteenth presi­
dent of the United States, he made the Gadsden 
Purchase, which opened the Northwest for 
settlement, and passed the unpopular Kansas­
Nebraska Act. (p. 445) 

Pike, Zebulon (1779-1813) Army officer sent on 
a mission to explore the West, he was ordered 
to find the headwaters of the Red River. He 
attempted to climb what is now known as Pikes 
Peak in Colorado. (p. 238) 

Pizarro (puh-ZAHR-oh), Francisco (c. 1475-1541) 
Spanish conquistador who sailed with Balboa 
on the discovery of the Pacific Ocean, he later 
pursued rumors of golden cities in the Andes 
Mountains of South America and conquered the 
Inca Empire. (p. 21) 

Pocahontas (c.1595-1617) American Indian prin­
cess, she saved the life of John Smith when he 
was captured and sentenced to death by the 
Powhatan. She was later taken prisoner by the 
English, converted to Christianity, and married 
colonist John Rolfe. (p. 37) 
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Poe 

Poe, Edgar Allan (1809-1849) American writer, he 
is famed for his haunting poem "The Raven," as 
well as many other chilling or romantic stories 
and poems. He is credited with creating the first 
detective story, The Gold Bug. (p. 407) 

Polk, James K. (1795-1849) Eleventh president of 
the United States, he settled the Oregon bound­
ary with Great Britain and successfully conducted 
the Mexican-American War. (p. 317) 

Pontiac ( c.1720-17 69) Ottawa chief who united 
the Great Lakes' Indians to 
try to halt the advance of 
European settlements, he 
attacked British forts in a 
rebellion known as Pontiac's 
Rebellion; he eventually 
surrendered in 17 66. 
(p. 61) 

Powderly, TerenceV. (1849-1924) American labor 
leader for the Knights of Labor, he removed the 
secrecy originally surrounding the organization, 
leading to its becoming the first truly national 
American labor union. (p. 585) 

Pulitzer, Joseph (1847-1911) American journalist 
and newspaper publisher, he established the 
Pulitzer Prize for public service and advance­
ment of education. (p. 646) 

Revels, Hiram (1822-1901) American clergyman, 
educator, and politician, he became the first 
African American in the U.S. Senate. (p. 525) 

Rockefeller, John D. (1839-1937) American 
industrialist and philan­
thropist, he made a fortune 
in the oil business and 
used vertical and hori-
zontal integration to 
establish a monopoly on 
the steel business. 
(pp. 580, 583) 

Roosevelt, Theodore (1858-1919) Twenty-sixth 
president of the United States after William 
McKinley was assassinated, he organized the first 
volunteer cavalry regiment known as the Rough 
Riders which fought in Cuba during the Spanish­
American War. As president, he acquired the Pan­
ama Canal Zone, and announced the Roosevelt 
Corollary, making the United States the defender 
of the Western Hemisphere. (pp. 627, 655) 

Singer 

Sacagawea (sak-uh-juh-WEE-uh) (1786?-1812) 
Shoshone woman who, along with her French 
fur-trapper husband, accompanied and aided 
Lewis and Clark on their expedition. (p. 238) 

Santa Anna, Antonio Lopez de (1794-1876) Mexi­
can general and politician, he was president of 
Mexico and became a dictator. He fought in the 
Texas Revolution and seized the Alamo but was 
defeated and captured by Sam Houston at San 
Jacinto. (p. 313) 

Scott, Dred (1795?-1858) Enslaved African who 
filed suit for his freedom stating that his time 
living in a free state made him a free man; the 
Supreme Court ruling known as the Dred Scott 
decision upheld slavery and found the Missouri 
Compromise unconstitutional. (p. 45 1) 

Scott, Winfield (1786-1866) American general, he 
served as commander in the Mexican War and 
used a two-part strategy against the South in 
the Civil War; he wanted to destroy the South's 
economy with a naval blockade and gain con­
trol of the Mississippi River. (p. 475) 

Sequoya (between 1760 and 1770-1843) Ameri­
can Indian scholar and craftsman, he created a 
writing system for the Cherokee language and 
taught literacy to many Cherokee. (p. 295) 

Serra (ser-rah), Junipero (hoo-NEE-pay-roh) (1713-
1784) Spanish Franciscan missionary to Califor­
nia, he planned or founded numerous missions 
all along the Pacific coast and founded San Fran­
cisco in an effort to spread Christianity. (p. 22) 

Seward, William H. (1801-1872) American politi­
cian, who as Secretary of State was laughed at 
for "Seward's Folly," the purchase of Alaska from 
Russia for less than two cents an acre, which 
added approximately 600,000 square miles of 
land to the United States. (p. 641) 

Shays, Daniel (1747?-1825) Revolutionary War 
officer who led Shays's Rebellion, an uprising 
of farmers in western Massachusetts that shut 
down the courts so that farmers would not lose 
their farms for tax debts. He was defeated and 
condemned to death, but pardoned. (p. 123) 

Sherman, William Tecumseh (1820-1891) American 
Union army officer, his famous March to the Sea 
captured Atlanta, Georgia, marking an impor­
tant turning point in the war. (p. 501) 

Singer, Isaac (1811-1875) American inventor; he 
patented an improved sewing machine and by 
1860 was the largest manufacturer of sewing 
machines in the country. (p. 367) 

BIOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARY 159 



Sitting Bull 

Sitting Bull (c.1831-1890) American Indian leader 
who became the head chief of the entire Sioux 
nation, he encouraged other Sioux leaders to 
resist government demands to buy lands on the 
Black Hills reservations. (p. 556) 

Slater, Samuel (1768-1835) English industrialist 
who brought a design for a textile mill to Ameri­
ca, he is considered the founder of the American 
cotton industry. (p. 348) 

Smith, John ( c.1 580-1631) English colonist to the 
Americas who helped found Jamestown Colony 
and encouraged settlers to work harder and 
build better housing. (p. 3 7) 

Squanto (?-1622) Patuxet Indian who was captured 
and enslaved in Spain but later escaped to Eng­
land and then America; he taught the Pilgrims 
native farming methods and helped them estab­
lish relations with the Wampanoag, the Indians 
at the feast later known as Thanksgiving. (p. 43) 

Stanford, Leland (1824-1893) American railroad 
builder and politician, he established the Califor­
nia Central Pacific Railroad and founded Stan­
ford University. (pp. 581, 583) 

Stanton, Elizabeth Cady (1815-1902) American 
woman suffrage leader, she 
organized the Seneca Falls 
Convention with Lucretia Mott. 
The convention was the first 
organized meeting for women's 
rights in the United States, which 
launched the suffrage movement. 
(pp. 426, 429) 

Stevens, Thaddeus (1792-1868) American lawyer 
and politician, he was the leader of the Radical 
Republicans in the Reconstruction effort and 
was an opponent and critic of Andrew Johnson's 
policies. He sought economic justice for freed­
men and poor southerners. (p. 5 19) 

Stone, Lucy (1818-1893) American woman suf­
fragist, she was a well-known and accomplished 
antislavery speaker who supported the women's 
rights movement. (p. 427) 

Stowe, Harriet Beecher (1811-1896) American 
author and daughter of Lyman Beecher, she was 
an abolitionist and author of the famous anti­
slavery novel, Uncle Tom's Cabin (p. 443) 

Stuyvesant (STY-vuh-suhnt), Peter (c.1610-1672) 
Director general of the Dutch New Netherland 
colony, he was forced to surrender New Nether­
land to the English. (p. 37) 

Sutter, John (1803-1880) American pioneer who 
built Sutter's Fort, a trading post on the Califor­
nia frontier; gold was discovered, leading to the 
California gold rush. (p. 327) 
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Taft, William Howard (1857-1930) Twenty-seventh 
president of the United States, he angered pro­
gressives by moving cautiously toward reforms 
and by supporting the Payne-Aldrich Tariff, 
which did not lower tariffs very much. He lost 
Roosevelt's support and was defeated for a sec­
ond term. (p. 629) 

Taney (TAW-nee), Roger B. (1777-1864) U.S. 
Supreme Court Chief Justice, he wrote the major­
ity opinion in the Dred Scott decision, stating that 
African Americans were not citizens and that 
the Missouri Compromise was unconstitutional. 
(p. 452) 

Taylor, FrederickW. (1856-1915) American effi­
ciency engineer, he introduced the manufactur­
ing system known as scientific management that 
viewed workers as mechanical parts of the pro­
duction process, not as human beings. (p. 584) 

Tecumseh (1768-1813) Shawnee chief who attempt­
ed to form an Indian confederation to resist white 
settlement in the Northwest Territory. (p. 242) 

Thoreau, Henry David (1817-1862) American writer 
and transcendentalist philosopher, he studied 
nature and published a magazine article, "Civil 
Disobedience," as well as his famous book, 
Walden Pond. (p. 405) 

Truth, Sojourner (c.1797-1883) American evangelist 
and reformer, she was born an enslaved African 
but was later freed and became a speaker for 
abolition and women's suffrage. (p. 418) 

Tubman, Harriet (c.1820-1913) American aboli­
tionist who escaped slavery and assisted other 
enslaved Africans to escape; she is the most 
famous Underground Railroad conductor and is 
known as the Moses of her people. (p. 420) 

Turner, Nat (1800-1831) American slave leader, 
he claimed that divine inspiration had led him 
to end the slavery system. Called Nat Turner's 
Rebellion, the slave revolt was the most violent 
one in U.S. history; he was tried, convicted, and 
executed. (p. 390) 

Tweed, William Marcy (1823-1878) American politi­
cian, he gained control of New York City's Tam­
many Hall political machine and became known 
as Boss Tweed. He was convicted of stealing from 
the New York City treasury. (p. 607) 

Vallejo, Mariano Guadalupe (1808-1890) American 
soldier and politician, he increased settlement in 
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northern California and became a rich cattle­
man. He helped in the effort to get statehood for 
California. (p. 319) 

Van Buren, Martin (1782-1862) American politician 
and secretary of state under Andrew Jackson, he 
later became the eighth president of the United 
States. (p. 286) 

Vesey, Denmark (c.1767-1822) American insurrec­
tionist, he was brought to America as a slave but 
purchased his own freedom. He planned a large 
slave uprising in South Carolina and was tried 
and hanged along with 36 others accused of 
plotting the rebellion. (p. 390) 

Villa, Francisco"Pancho" (1878-1923) Mexican 
bandit and revolutionary leader, he led revolts 
against Carranza and Huerta. He was pursued by 
the U.S. but evaded General Pershing. (p. 661) 

Washington, BookerT. (1856-1915) African Ameri­
can educator and civil rights leader, he was 
born into slavery and later became head of the 
Tuskegee Institute for career training for African 
Americans. He was an advocate for conservative 
social change. (p. 624) 

Washington, George (1732-1799) Revolutionary 
War hero and Patriot leader, 
he served as a representative 
to the Continental Congresses, 
commanded the Continental 
Army, and was unanimously 
elected to two terms as presi­
dent of the United States. 
(pp. 80, 82) 

Webster, Daniel (1782-1852) American lawyer and 
statesman, he spoke out against nullification 
and states' rights, believing that the country 
should stay unified. (p. 290) 

Wells, Ida B. (1862-1931) African American journal­
ist and anti-lynching activist, she was part-owner 
and editor of the Memphis Free Speech. (p. 624) 

Whitman, Walt (1819-1892) American poet, he 
gained recognition abroad and later at home 
for unrhymed works of poetry praising the 
United States, Americans, democracy, and 
individualism.(p. 407) 

Whitney, Eli (1765-1825) American inventor whose 
cotton gin changed cotton harvesting proce­
dures and enabled large increases in cotton 
production; he introduced the technology of 
mass production through the development of 
interchangeable parts in gun-making. (p. 349) 

Zapata 

Wilder, Laura Ingalls (1867-1957) American writer 
and frontierswoman who wrote a well-known 
series of children's books based on her own 
experiences, including the classic Little House 
on the Prairie. (p. 562) 

Wilson, Woodrow (1856-1924) Twenty-eighth 
president of the United States, his reform legisla­
tion was given the name New Freedom, and 
it included three constitutional amendments: 
direct election of senators, prohibition, and 
women's suffrage. He created the Federal Reserve 
System, the Federal Trade Commission, and he 
enacted child labor laws. (p. 629) 

Winnemucca, Sarah (1844-1891) Paiute Indian 
reformer, she was an activist for Indian rights 
and lectured specifically about the problems of 
the reservation system. (p. 558) 

Winthrop, John (1588-1649) Leader of the Massa­
chusetts Bay Colony who led Puritan colonists 
to Massachusetts to establish an ideal Christian 
community; he later became the colony's first 
governor. (p. 44) 

Wright, Orville (1871-1948) and Wilbur (1867-1912) 
American pioneers of aviation, they went from 
experiments with kites and gliders to piloting 
the first successful gas-powered airplane flight 
and later founded the American Wright Com­
pany to manufacture airplanes. (p. 5 78) 

Young, Brigham (1801-1877) American religious 
leader who headed the Mormon Church after 
the murder of Joseph Smith, he moved the com­
munity to Utah, leading thousands along what 
came to be known as the Mormon Trail to the 
main settlement at Salt Lake City. (p. 311) 

Zapata, Emiliano (1879-1919) Mexican revolution­
ary, he was a guerrilla leader helping Madera 
overthrow Diaz. He was a champion of farmers 
and revolted against Carranza. (p. 661) 
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